
Small businesses in the 
city of Alba can apply for 
up to $2,000 in assistance to 
help with challenges from 
the COVID-19 restrictions 
implemented in March.

The Alba Economic De-
velopment Corp. (EDC) ap-
proved the plan last Tues-
day to assist with utilities, 
mortgage interest and rent 
during March, April and 
May.

The EDC established crite-
ria to seek the funds, includ-

ing information required 
with the request.

Criteria include main-
taining a commercial loca-
tion within the city limits 
of Alba, independently 
owned and operated, open 
regular weekly business 
hours, temporarily closed 
or operations limited due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, and 
experienced or projecting a 
significant decline in reve-
nue or a significant increase 
in costs due to COVID-19 

disruption.
Business categories in-

clude retail (storefront), arts 
and entertainment, restau-
rant, personal care (barber 
shop, hair salon, nail salon, 
fitness, etc.), medical/dental 
offices, education/training, 
hotels/motels, construction, 
auto trades and small man-
ufacturing businesses.

Categories not eligible in-
clude national chains, pro-

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

The Wood County Eco-
nomic Development Com-
mission (WCEDC) passed 
a resolution at Thursday’s 
meeting hoping to aid Wood 
County businesses with 
emergency financial assis-
tance.

In a statement from board 
chair Tom Keenan he relat-
ed, “For over two months, 
the WCEDC has developed 
various plans and programs 
to assist small businesses, 
the local EDCs and cham-
bers of commerce in the 
wake of the pandemic.  Each 
time the plans were met with 
road blocks as to the legality 
of the use of certain funds 
for the defined purpose of 
emergency assistance. New 
information has emerged as 
to the use of funds and oth-
er funding sources may be 
available.”

The WCEDC will present 
two options to county com-
missioners for consideration 
to fund a Wood County 
Business Relief package ad-
ministered by the WCEDC 
for $100,000.  

The first option would be 
to use the guidelines devel-

oped by Denton County in 
a successful program using 
available Corona Virus Relief 
Funds. The second option 
would be to utilize newly in-
terpreted UCC guidelines to 
access those Unused Capital 
Credit funds.  

Each option will be accom-
panied with the justifica-
tion of the use of the funds 
as well as the guidelines 
and requirements for par-
ticipation in the application 
process. The request will be 
made at the June 2 commis-
sioners meeting.

Wood County Judge Lucy 
Hebron introduced the 
group to new Executive Di-
rector Roger Johnson and 
welcomed him to the group.

“Roger has a lot of ex-
pertise in hotel, motel and 
tourism,” she said. “I know 
he worked for Madisonville 
and did some great things 
down in that neck of the 
woods. He also worked for 
the city of Van. He has a lot 
of great ideas and brings a 
wealth of information and 
talent to this group and 
this area. He is based at the 
airport where there is a lot 
going on. Welcome Roger 
Johnson and we are glad 
that you are here.”

Jim Berry, acting executive 
director until the hiring of 
Johnson, talked about finan-
cials.

“Because of COVID-19 a 
lot of the activities that we 
pledge to fund have been 
canceled. So if we paid them 
we probably need to collect it 
back. If we didn’t pay it, we 
are not expected to pay it,” 
Berry stated. “The overall 
picture is we should have a 
lot of money that we should 
have the discretion to spend 
or to not spend. I think we 
have a big set of challenges.”

The group decided unan-
imously to continue having 
Keenan serve as chairman 
of the board and Vic Savelli 
vice chairman until regular 
voting time in September 
comes up. It was decided 
Johnson would fill the secre-
tary’s role.

The board discussed the 
timing of hotel tax fund 
awards.

Neal Duncan, who has 
served on the board in many 
capacities, gave a short syn-
opsis of the past procedures.

“This is later than normal. 
Historically, we do this in 
May, review applications in 
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Graduating 
2020 style

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

It was a graduation like no other in the history of Quit-
man High School commencement exercises. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the closing of schools, this year’s 
senior class has had to endure hardships that had never 
been seen.

The 73 seniors of the QHS Class of 2020 had graduation 
by a YouTube video last Friday night. Students had been 
filmed receiving their diplomas prior to Friday and it was 
put together and available for viewing. 

After the opening pledge of allegiance led by Ben Bur-
roughs, Julia Simpkins gave the invocation. Class salutato-
rian Jace Reid was first to give a speech.

“When I imagined myself giving this speech I did not 
ever think of the possibility that it would not be in front of 
my fellow seniors,” he said. “I was looking forward to the 
end of the year getting to finish out my last seasons of high 
school sports, having fun on senior trips and just enjoy-
ing my last days of high school. Sadly, a little thing called Quitman High School Class of 2020 graduates lined up Thursday evening in front of the school as members of the community paraded by to congratulate them. 

The class had a virtual graduation on Friday night at the original graduation time, which included some scenes from Thursday’s activities, including the cap 
toss. (Monitor photos by Sam Major)

Although the annual Memorial Day services sponsored by the Wood County Veteran’s Committee at the courthouse 
monument was canceled, these men wanted to make sure the fallen soldiers of United States armed forces were 
honored by raising the flags Monday morning. They are (from left) Jim Attaway (Army), Bobby Grant (Army), Lee Roy 
Harper (Navy), Jason Attaway (Army) and Jason Attaway, Jr. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)  

Mineola Primary School held a drive through graduation for kindergarten students last Thursday. Sylvia Harris takes 
a photo of Raelee Baber as kindergarten teachers Stacy Wedding and Raquel Palma assist. See related photo Page 
Eight. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

County EDC wants to offer 
$100K to assist businesses

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

In an indicator of return-
ing normalcy, the Quitman 
City Council on May 21 
unanimously approved the 
opening of the city pool. 

The Delbert Ballard Pool 
will reopen on Monday, 
June 8. There will be lim-
itations in place. No more 
than 20 swimmers will be 
allowed in the pool at any 
time, while the number of 
people inside the fenced 
pool area will not exceed 45. 
The concession stand will 
be in operation.  

In other action, the coun-
cil did not vote to approve 
modification of the fire code 
and/or building code for the 
new construction project 
of Stitchin’ Heaven Retreat 
Center.

Discussion of this item 
dominated the pre-meeting 
workshop session. Coun-
cil committed to schedule 
a special council meeting 
at the earliest opportunity 
to address all possible re-
laxations of the codes with 
respect to this project. Bu-
reau Veritas, the firm that 
provides building inspector 
services to the city, is ex-

pected to have representa-
tion at that meeting. 

The council did act to ap-
prove Alice Bower, a former 
Quitman city secretary, as a 
board member to the Quit-
man Development Corpo-
ration. 

Additionally, Mayor Pro 
Tem David Dobbs recog-
nized the national expo-
sure which Quitman has 
received for its unique high 
school graduation ceremo-
ny. He expressed the coun-
cil’s pride in all who had a 
hand in making this distinc-
tive graduation happen.

Quitman council sets pool reopening

Alba EDC creates fund to aid businesses
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To add or change a listing to 
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2nd FRIDAY ACOUSTIC JAM - second Friday 6 - 9 p.m., Quit-
man Public Library, 202 E Goode St, Quitman 903-975-5745
ALBA CITY COUNCIL - first Monday, 6:30 p.m., City Hall.
ALBA LADIES CLUB - fourth Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Alba Commu-
nity Center. 765-2956
ALBA LIBRARY/MUSEUM BOARD – third Monday every other 
month, 4 p.m., library building. Everyone welcome.
ALBA-GOLDEN SCHOOL BOARD - second Monday, 7 p.m., 
high school library, 768-2472.
ALBA-GOLDEN YOUTH FOUNDATION - second Tuesday, el-
ementary gym, 7 p.m. All welcome.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Sunday and Monday, 7 p.m., 
Friday 8 p.m., Wednesday noon; Women’s Group Monday 
noon.; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, Mineola.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Wednesday and Saturday, 
7:30 p.m., 406 E. Lane Street, Quitman.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS – Gateway Group, Tues. & Sat. 
7 p.m. Puckett House, 109 Kilpatrick Street.
AL ANON - Thursday, 7:30 pm; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal 
Church, Mineola.
AMERICAN LEGION POST 296 and Auxiliary - fourth Tuesday, 
7 p.m., Highway 80, three miles east of Mineola. 903-569-6481. 
All are invited.
AMERICAN LEGION BINGO every Thursday, 6:30 p.m., doors 
open 5:30, 2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, snack bar, 903-569-5965
AMERICAN LEGION POST OF WINNSBORO - first Tuesday, 
5:30 p.m., 201 West Broadway, in Winnsboro, 214-502-4496.
APET (Animal Preservation of East Texas) Thrift Store - Dog 
Gone Good Stuff, 915 S. Pacific Street, Mineola, Thursday-Sat-
urday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (903) 569-1250
BOY SCOUT TROOP 36 QUITMAN – meets second and fourth 
Sunday, 4:30 p.m., Scout House behind First United Methodist 
Church. Joe Degorostiza, 903-763-4127
BOY SCOUT TROOP 385 Mineola - Tuesdays 7 p.m., Mineola 
Methodist Education Bldg. third floor.  New boys/alums wel-

come! Chris Jennings 903-569-3531
BREAD OF LIFE MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY - Humble Baptist, 
first & third Tuesday 1-4 p.m.
CELEBRATE RECOVERY - a support group for those with 
various hurts, habits or hang-ups, every Monday, 6:30-9 p.m., 
Church on the Rock annex building at 302 S. Stephens. 903-
497-6149
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, Elizabeth 
English Denton chapter - first Saturday except June, July, Au-
gust and December, 11 a.m. Harvest Acres Baptist Church, 
1062 W Loop 564, Mineola. 903-857-2461.
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, John 
Hogg, Sr. Chapter, 3rd Monday except June, July, August & 
December, 1 PM. Holly Hall, Holly Lake Ranch. 903-520-8697
EASTERN STAR - Quitman Chapter 695, 3rd Tues., dinner 
6:30 p.m., meeting 7:30. Flora Lodge in Quitman. 903-850-
4822
EAST TEXAS WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS- first Friday at 10 
a.m. at Quitman Public Library
FANNIE MARCHMAN GARDEN CLUB - third Wednesday, 
September - May, Mineola Civic Center, 10 a.m. Visitors wel-
come. Angela Thompson, president, 903-316-0875
FLORA MASONIC LODGE #119 - first Tuesday at the lodge 
hall, Highway 37, Quitman. Covered dish - 6:30 p.m., meeting 

7:30 p.m. Study nights for members each Thursday, 7 p.m. at 
the hall.
FOREVER YOUNG ACTIVITIES CENTER - Wednesday and 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fitness exercises, educational pro-
grams, entertainment, fellowship, Bingo and card games. 903-
763-8201
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY - second Tuesday at noon, Quit-
man.
FRIENDS OF THE MINEOLA MEMORIAL LIBRARY - first 
Thursday, 1 p.m., Mineola Library, 569-2767.
GED TEST SUPPORT - each Thursday 4 - 6 p.m. concurrent 
with QISD calendar. Quitman Public Library, 202 E Goode St, 
Quitman 903-975-5745
GIRLS SCOUTS MINEOLA TROOP 3 - 2nd & 4th Monday, 
5:30-7 p.m., Broad Street Church of Christ Annex, Mineola. All 
Wood County girls kindergarten-12th grade welcome. Crystal 
Arcand 903-705-2459
HAINESVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. - second and fourth 
Thursday, 7 p.m., Firehouse downtown Hainesville.
HOLLY LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT -first and third Tuesday at 
the fire station at Holly Lake Ranch.
KIWANIS CLUB-Mineola - noon Tuesday, Mineola Civic Center 
Dogwood Room.
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OF SAINT PETER’S THE 

APOSTLE COUNCIL #11933 - second Thursday, 7 p.m., at the 
church, 203 Meadowbrook Drive, Mineola. 903-569-3662.
LAKE COUNTRY CLASSIC CAR CLUB - third Monday, 6:30 
p.m. 903-850-3858.
LAKE COUNTRY REPUBLICANS - fourth Monday, 6 p.m., Red 
Dome Smokehouse, Quitman.
LAKE COUNTRY RV TRAVELERS - of Good Sam Int’l. Month-
ly, RV parks w/in 150 m. radius. 903-569-3677 or 3069.
LAKE COUNTRY SYMPHONIC BAND - rehearsals Thursdays 
at Mineola Middle School Band Room. 7 p.m. 903-569-2300.
LAKE FORK ROTARY CLUB - Wednesday, noon, at the Lake 
Fork Baptist Church on State Highway 515
LAKE HOLBROOK ASSOCIATION - first Saturday, February, 
May, August and November, Harold Simmons Community Cen-
ter, 5:30 p.m. directors, 6 p.m. all members and guests wel-
come. 903-569-0223.
MEMORY CAFE, a time for stimulating memory, meets weekly 
on Thursday in the craft room at Holly Brook Baptist Church 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Lunch is provided. Various activities 
are offered each week, including games, moderate exercise, 
art, and music. People in the area are invited. There is no 
charge. For more information call 903 769-2091
MINEOLA BAND BOOSTERS - first Tuesday, 6 p.m., middle 
school band hall. All middle and high school band parents in-
vited.
MINEOLA LIONS CLUB – for information on meetings call 903-
638-1596.
MINEOLA MARINE CORPS LEAGUE Det. #1278, 3rd Tues-
day, 6 p.m. meal, 7 p.m. meeting. American Legion Building, 
2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, 903-497-3030.
MINEOLA SCHOOL BOARD - third Monday, Admin. Bldg., 
Loop 564, 7 p.m. dependent on schedule changes.
MINEOLA CITY COUNCIL - fourth Monday, 5:30 p.m., City 
Hall. Public welcome. Call City Hall for changes in November 
and December because of holidays.

Listings alternated on a weekly basis

Letter to the Editor

Quitman student Atlana Watkins receives recognition from Shelly Chance, 
who represents the Robert Dibble Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Colonists for her U.S. Postal Stamp design. Chance is the group’s historian. 
(Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

Quitman Elementary student 
wins stamp design contest

A Quitman Elementary 
School fifth grade student 
won first place for her U.S. 
postal stamp design in 
competition sponsored by 
the Robert Dibble Chapter 
of the National Daughters 
of the American Colonists 
(NSDAC). 

Atlana Watkins was pre-
sented the award by the 
local chapter’s historian, 
Shelly Chance, a QISD ed-
ucator. Watkins will be a 
sixth grader at Quitman 
Middle School this fall. She 
lives with her grandmother, 
Janela Gibson, in Quitman.

Alba-Golden High School 
Principal Michael Mize gave 
an online update last week 
as the school term nears its 
completion.

Mize said he could not be 
more proud of the students 
who accomplished their 
school work from home af-
ter schools were closed in 
March due to the COVID-19 
pandemic restrictions.

He commended the par-
ents who rose to the chal-
lenge of having their chil-
dren at home and trying to 
keep up with school work.

He said the teachers often 
get overlooked, but he has 
seen a transformation as 
they moved to online learn-
ing.

Mize said he is excited that 
the school district is plan-
ning a face-to-face gradua-

tion for the seniors on June 
4.

Mize noted that while the 
state is allowing districts 
to proceed with summer 
school, Alba-Golden does 
not hold summer school. 
But the district is consider-
ing holding some academic 
camps, and more informa-
tion will be available soon.

He said the district is field-
ing many questions about 
the return of school.

When and how school 
might resume is still un-
known, but the school board 
will be asked to consider a 
calendar at its June meeting 
that includes a start date of 
Aug. 13.

The high school will also 
host an online scholarship 
night on May 29.

Mize thanked the com-
munity for its thoughts and 
prayers as he went through 
a two-week quarantine af-
ter being diagnosed with 
COVID-19 on April 23. He 
was cleared to return to 
work on May 11.

He said his case was mild, 
he recovered quickly, and 
that no one he came in con-
tact with had developed the 
disease.

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

Kevin White of Mineola 
has been named communi-
ty liaison for the Career and 
Technical Education Con-
sortium for Mineola and five 
surrounding school districts.

White, the mayor of Min-
eola and a former educator, 
gave his first report to the 

Mineola School Board last 
week.

He said he has been vis-
iting with the participating 
school districts and recruit-
ing businesses to offer in-
ternships to students in the 
CTE programs.

The first internships 
would become available in 
the spring 2021 semester.

Among the considerations 

for the businesses are mak-
ing sure the students are 
prepared to enter the work 
place and having adequate 
insurance in place.

White said he has received 
a good response from the 
businesses and already has 
12 internships lined up.

He said the students need 
to be prepared academical-
ly to enter the internships 

and also receive certification 
through OSHA (Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Ad-
ministration).

He said the same stu-
dent insurance that covers 
students involved in other 
school activities would also 
cover the internships.

White said he is seeking 
internships for students in 
nine training areas.

Parents and staff in Min-
eola ISD are being asked to 
complete a survey concern-
ing the reopening of school 
in the fall.

Superintendent Cody 
Mize and his leadership 
team plan to review the sur-

vey results Thursday to be-
gin planning for the fall.

Among the questions are 
whether adjustments to the 
school calendar are favored, 
and if they are, options to 
extend school days or the 
school year, as well as re-

quiring or offering online 
learning for struggling stu-
dents.

The district also wants to 
know opinions about the 
start of school, such as stay-
ing with the start date of 
Aug. 13, starting earlier or 

later or having a phased in 
opening.

The final question in-
cludes choices of on-cam-
pus school, virtual/remote 
learning or removing stu-
dents from the district for 
home schooling.

My last day with the Min-
eola Chamber of Commerce 
will be Saturday, Aug. 1. 
Although I have very much 
enjoyed my time at the 
chamber, I know I need to 
further my education.

I have been accepted into 
a college and classes start in 
August and I will be going 
full-time. I will be moving 
to Fort Worth. This is not 
an easy decision all around, 
but I know it is for the best 
for myself and my future 
family.

Please accept my deepest 
gratitude for all of the pres-
ent and past board mem-
bers, Mercy Rushing, Doris 
Newman, Lynn Kitchens, 
Mayor Kevin White, Nan-
cy Murphy and everyone 
else who has done for me 
during my time here.

The assistance you have 
provided me with and the 
insight you have shared is 
invaluable to me.

I consider you all and es-

pecially Yvonne Maddox, 
Vic Savelli, Misty Hooks, 
Pastor Boyd, Donna Hang-
er, Susan Resnik and Jason 
Herring a mentor on both a 
professional and personal 
level, and I have learned so 
much while working with 
you all.

You took a chance with a 
young girl and I will forev-
er – for the rest of my life – 
be grateful for that. Words 
cannot express the grati-
tude I have for all of you 
mentioned above.

I also want to thank all of 
the chamber members and 
the town of Mineola for ac-
cepting me in and mentor-
ing me. 

I will forever remember 
my time here and all the 
wonderful times I have had 
and all the learning and 
growing I have done. I will 
be back in Mineola when-
ever I finish school so I will 
see you all soon.

Maddi Regalado

The youth foundations for 
Alba-Golden, Mineola and 
Quitman voted last week to 
cancel the spring-summer 
baseball leagues.

The moves came after Gov. 
Greg Abbott announced 
Monday, May 18 that youth 
sports could resume after 
June 1.

The three foundations had 
each postponed their sea-
sons, awaiting state guide-
lines as well as word from 
Texas Teenage Baseball/
Softball Association, which 
oversees post-season play 
and state tournaments.

Though the TTBA had not 
yet weighed in, the local as-
sociations, as well as Rains 
Wood County Baseball Soft-
ball Association, determined 
that the short window of 
play and other restrictions 
made it too difficult to try to 

have the season.
“Strict operating protocols 

and very limited resources 
make participation not fea-
sible,” said Rodney Keike, of 
the Quitman association.

The three foundations also 
announced plans to begin 
making refunds to parents 
who had already signed up 
their children.

The Mineola foundation 
also has been registering for 
fall participation.

Mineola Youth Soccer pre-
viously canceled its spring 
season and opened registra-
tion for the fall.

“We hated to make this 
decision,” said Megan Ann 
Roan with the Alba-Gold-
en foundation. “We want to 
make sure to keep our com-
munity and children safe 
through this time. We hope 
to be able to play next year.”

White on board for CTE programs

Mineola ISD seeking input on reopening schools

Youth foundations cancel 
summer baseball seasons

Alba-Golden High School 
plans laid out for year-end
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A suspect who fired at a 
Mineola police officer fol-
lowing a traffic stop Mon-
day night was still at large 
Tuesday afternoon.

Tony Saucedo Ybarra, 27, 
was stopped in the 1200 
block of N. Johnson St. 
about 9:30 p.m. after Mineo-
la police received a call that 
two subjects in a Lincoln 
Town Car had left an apart-
ment complex in the 1800 
block of N. Pacific St. who 
appeared to be intoxicated.

The driver left the vehicle 
and ran across US Hwy. 69, 
south on Johnson St.

The officers advised dis-
patch they would be in foot 
pursuit. The suspect fired a 

weapon while on foot. No 
one was injured.

A perimeter was set up to 
search for the suspect, with 
assistance from the Dept. 
of Public Safety helicopter, 
Wood County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Hawkins Police Dept. 
and Constable Kelly Smith.

Smith deployed his dog, 
Juma, to aid in the search.

A warrant has been is-
sued for Ybarra for aggra-
vated assault with a dead-
ly weapon against a public 
servant. He is also wanted 
for violation of parole of an 
aggravated robbery convic-
tion and for a Wood County 
warrant for resisting arrest.

Ybarra was convicted for 

the 2010 robbery of the Son-
ic in Mineola and received 
10 years in prison.

He has ties to the Quit-
man, Lake Fork and Mine-
ola areas.

He is considered armed 
and dangerous.

Contact the Mineola po-
lice at 903-569-6294 or 
Crime Stoppers at 903-569-
2118 with any information 
of Ybarra’s whereabouts.

He is described as 5’11”, 
200 pounds with black hair 
and brown eyes.

Ybarra was previously 
sentenced to deferred adju-
dication for engaging in or-
ganized criminal activity in 
a February 2009 case.

He was charged with re-
sisting arrest in January, as 
well as accident involving 
damage to vehicle more 
than $200.

Man fleeing police fires weapon

TONY YBARRA



We made it to the end of the month. 
April showers really did bring May 
flowers.

The big question: when will the 
Mineola Memorial Library reopen? 
As you know, we have been doing 
curbside and computers by appoint-
ment for the last couple of weeks. While 
Wood County’s COVID numbers went up, 
they went up a very small amount and Min-

eola itself has managed to remain 
unchanged as of this writing. We 
have been practicing things like so-
cial distancing, cleaning items as they 
return, computers by appointment, 
curbside pick up and cleaning.

We will reopen the library to the 
public on June 2 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
reserve the 9-10 o’clock hour for the more 
vulnerable of the population. Computers 
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Local Attorney
Serving the Legal Needs
Of Our Community

903-569-0405
kyle@waggoner-law.com

Available for 
Phone Consultation 
or Office Visit

Wills and Trusts
Durable Power of Attorney
Medical Power of Attorney
Advanced Directive
Business Law Matters

Kyle G. Waggoner, 
JD, CPA

Waggoner Law Office
Kyle G. Waggoner, JD, CPA

MEALS ON WHEELS

Meals on Wheels office phone: 497-1162
Hometown Friendly from Hometown Folks

Fri. May 29 - Parmesan Chicken, Carrots & Lima
Beans, Apple Crisp, Whole Grain Garlic
Breadstick, Milk
Mon. June 1 - BBQ Beef, Delmonico Potatoes, Peas
& Carrots, Hamburger Bun, Cherry Gelatin, Milk
Tues. June 2 - Oven Fried Chicken Thigh,
Macaroni & Cheese, Okra/Tomatoes/Corn, Whole
Grain White Bread, Fresh Apple, Milk
Wed. June 3 - Turkey Salad, Summer Salad,
Chocolate Swirl Pudding, Saltine Crackers, Fresh
Banana, Milk
Thur. June 4 - Pineapple Glazed Ham, Red Mashed
Potatoes, Garden Vegetables, Dinner Roll, Rice
Krispie Treat, Milk

THIS WEEK’S MENUS:

Drive thru
125 E. Broad St. • Mineola • 903-569-3882
FREE delivery

Sell your stuff with an 
ad in the classifieds.

2185 N. Pacific, Ste. 200
Mineola TX 75773

903-569-5115
HefnerGroup.com

Your Shield of Protection

Mineola Animal Shelter

Lake Country Animal Clinic
Clifton D. Bradshaw «» 903-569-5418
1124 W. FM 564 «» Mineola, TX 75773

Sponsored 

by:

Baker Street 903-569-2252
If No Answer, Call 903-569-6294
Tuesday-Saturday From 8am - 4pm

To help decrease the number of homeless animals, please 
remember to have your dogs & cats spayed and neutered.

Mineola Animal Shelter

Can you provide a forever home for him? 

is around 10 years old, 
a blue heeler mix, fixed, 
chipped & housebroken

JasperJasper

Mineola Memorial Library Notes
BY LIBRARIAN MARY HURLEY

Buddy accepted the Lord at a young age in Newport, Kentucky. 
He states: “I depend on the Lord in all that I do,” Psalms 37:4, 5.

Buddy’s baritone/bass interpretation of many songs has thrilled 
and warmed hearts across America. His first “full time” singing 
job was with the Orrell Quartet of Detroit, Michigan in 1963. 
From 1966 to 1968 he sang with the Landmark Quartet out 
of the Landmark Baptist Temple of Cincinnati, Ohio. Buddy 
was a member of the Florida Boys Quartet for more than 25 
years, performing on the “Gospel  Singing Jubilee” many years, 
and singing on over twenty “Singing” and “Preaching” cruises by 
Templeton Tours.

Buddy was the recipient of the prestigious Marvin Norcross 
Award at the National Quartet Convention in 1995, known as 
one of the most honorable awards in Gospel music. He also 
received the Favorite Bass Award given by the “Singing News” 
Magazine. He has appeared on many of the Bill Gaither videos, 
singing a solo on the “Sing Your Blues Away” Video. He sang at 
a Congressional Breakfast in Washington D.C., and appeared 
on Nashville Now, Nashville Prime Time, and The Today Show 
from New York and has toured Israel with Gospel Concerts of 
California. Buddy was also inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of 
Fame.

Buddy is now a solo ministry, conducting concerts, revivals, 
camp meetings and special services.

Buddy 
Liles
APPEARING

Harvest Acres 
   Baptist Church

1062 W. Loop 564, Mineola

Friday, May 29th • 7 pm

GRADS From page 1

the coronavirus had other 
plans for us. At first, it felt 
like spring break was just 
going to be a couple of ex-
tra weeks and that was fine 
with me. Then Gov. Abbott 
closed schools for the rest 
of the year. No more seeing 
each other in the halls, no 
more dying in athletics, no 
more anything. However, I 
still have some pretty great 
memories.”

Reid reflected on the year. 
“Yes, this time we are living 
in is hard, and yes, we may 
not get to see each other 
much. Just remember one 
thing, I believe Jane Austen 
says it best when she says, 
‘Think only of the past as 
its remembrance gives you 
pleasure.’ While the future 
may look foggy for now, es-
pecially with everything go-
ing on in the world, know 
that you can look into the 

past and use those memo-
ries of goodness and won-
der to fuel us for tomor-
row,” Reid affirmed. “A lot 
of people in the world are 
negative about what the fu-
ture is going to be and what 
is to become, but we don’t 
have to be. We can use our 
great memories with each 
other to create more great 
ones in the future.”

Reid is the son of Jim and 
Brooke Reid and he will at-
tend Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University in Bartelsville, 
Okla. on a basketball schol-
arship and hopes to become 
a teacher and coach. His fi-
nal grade point average was 
4.1977.

After Reid’s speech, Class 
of 2020 Valedictorian Jordyn 
Blalock was next to honor 
those who led the way. “I 
hope you didn’t have any 
difficulty logging into this 
very unique graduation. 
To the teachers of Quitman 
High School, thank you 
for caring for us and for 

providing us with an ex-
emplary learning environ-
ment and finding fun and 
creative ways to teach us 
new things. To the admin-
istration and staff of QISD, 
thank you for making the 
past four years as great as 
they can be. To the school 
board, thank you for mak-
ing your decisions with the 
best interest of the students 
in mind. And to my family 
and the families of every 
senior in the Class of 2020, 
thank you for supporting us 
doing every thing you can 
to help us feel appreciated 
and celebrated during hard 
times like these.”

Blalock spoke about the 
effects of COVID-19. “Al-
though we didn’t know it 
at the time, we had our last 
walk as students down the 
halls of QHS. We went on 
spring break with the idea 
we would come back to 
school and make our last 
memories with our class. 
Unfortunately, that is not 
what happened,” Blalock 
noted. “Some of us may 
have been excited about the 
extended break, but as more 
and more that we as seniors 
look forward to for our en-

tire high school career be-
gan to be taken away be-
cause of COVID-19. Many 
of us lost the opportunity to 
participate in activities like 
softball, baseball, track, the-
ater and FFA. We lost senior 
trips, a traditional senior 
prom and the ability to have 
a normal graduation.”

Blalock said, “We are mak-
ing history. We had parades 
that followed all the rules 
of social distancing and 
have somehow managed to 
grow closer as a class even 
though we are apart. This 
experience has taught us 
we should never wish away 
our moments. We have 
learned to appreciate rath-
er than complain. Before 
COVID-19 I don’t think that 
anyone has heard this many 
high school students say 
that they wished they could 
go back to school. Now we 
regret all of the times we 
said we wished we could 
just graduate already.”

Blalock challenged her 
classmates. “A few weeks 
ago I sat and talked to my 
mother. She said that when 
she was pregnant with me 
she wondered what kind 
of world she was bringing 

her child into because of 
the recent 9/11 attacks. She 
said she now wonders what 
kind of world I am going 
into as an adult. I thought of 
what she said and I had my 
answer,” Blalock asserted. 
“Class of 2020, we are enter-
ing a world we are equipped 
to handle. We have gone 
through a lot, especially 
these past few months. I 
truly believe we all pre-
pared to handle anything 
the world throws at us. I 
hope that each and every 
one of you will only allow 
this situation to make you 
stronger. I hope as things 
go back to normal, we do 
not forget to appreciate the 
moments we are given. Se-
niors think back to this and 
remember how high school 
went from something you 
had to do and were not hap-
py about in the slightest to 
something you couldn’t do 
when you actually wanted 
to. Take opportunities as 
they come and never take 
anyone for granted. We still 
made it and I know there 
are great things to come for 
all of us.”

Blalock is the daughter 
of Matt and Rachel Blalock 

and she plans to attend 
Texas Tech University to 
get a bachelors degree in 
animal science and focus 
on pre-professional health. 
Her final grade point aver-
age was 4.216.

Principal Dana Hamrick 
announced scholastic hon-
ors and certified the Class of 
2020. The benediction was 
given by Bianca Conn and 
the class dismissal by Jen-
tri Jackson. The seniors fin-
ished the evening with the 
school song one last time. 

Senior class officers for 
the class were President 
Jace Reid, Vice President 
Jentri Jackson, Secretary Ju-
lia Simpkins, Treasurer Ben 
Burroughs and Historian 
Bianca Conn. 

High Honor graduates 
who were in the top 10 per-
cent of the class were Jordyn 
Blalock, Savannah Bred-
ing, Shelby Hayes, Jentri 
Jackson, Jace Reid, Andrea 
Soldevilla and Cheyenne 
Williams. Honor gradu-
ates who had a 3.85 cumu-
lative grade point average 
were Ben Burroughs, River 
Chaney, Jaci Coley, Riley 
Flanagan, Maria Rowland 
and Julia Simpkins. 

may be used up to one hour at a time. Curb-
side will continue from 2-4 p.m. daily Tues-
day to Friday and on Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. There will not be any traditional 
programming inside of the library and there 
will be a limit of 12 people in addition to staff 
which means some may have to wait to en-
ter the library. Please, respect this potential 
wait time and make your selections quickly.

Hand sanitizer will be available at the com-
puter stations and the front desk. We encour-
age our patrons to wear masks or maintain 
social distance of 6 feet. Staff will be behind 
a shield and practice social distancing and 
when that is not possible will wear a mask. 
We request the public (just like the staff) to 

stay away from the library if they are sick; 
especially if there is a fever involved.

Shorter hours will allow us to clean areas 
that might be heavily used and to shelve 
books once they are available for reshelving. 
This time will also be used to prepare items 
for curbside pickup.

We miss our patrons and look forward to 
seeing you again. Please, be patient with us 
as we navigate the rules for COVID-19 and 
get back to providing library services.

The Mineola Memorial Library is a 501(c)3, 
non-profit. A memorial was received for 
Jeanine Stricklin from Tim and Glenda Ca-
gle, and a donation was received from Carla 
Letsch.
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urge everyone to attend
the church of their choice!

The employees of

Hughes Appliance 
& Air Conditioning 

1305 W. Broad - Mineola 
903-569-5440 or 903-569-6903

Packagers of Dried Beans, 
Peas, Rice, Popcorn,

Household Aluminum
Foil & Plastic Wrap 

322 Freeman 
903-569-2636

Kelly Drug 

Corner of Hwy. 69 & 80 | 569-3882 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. | Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

FREE DELIVERY

MINEOLA • 903-569-5437

Dairy Queen 
of Mineola 

903·569·5454

DOW AUTOPLEX 
Full Service GM Dealer  

Sales Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6 Sat. 9 - 5 
1313 Hwy. 69 S - Mineola

903-569-2621

Compliments of 

Kemp-Meek 
Manufacturing Co. Inc. 

Mineola, Tx.  
“Strong churches make strong communities”

WOOD COUNTY
ASPHALT

2124 County Road 2670
903.569.1833

BAILEY’S ACE 
HARDWARE

522 E. Broad      903.569.2911
Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 7 pm, 

Sat 8 am - 6 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

Wood County Church Directory

Support Our Area Churches 
With An Ad In This Location

Alba
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Gunter Assembly of God

4578 North FM 17, Alba
 (903) 765-9981

BAPTIST
Bright Star Baptist Church

 2795 Co Rd 3480, Alba
 903-473-4064

Pastor Jerry Jackson Jr.
Enon Baptist Church

7133 TX-182, Alba
(903) 765-2014

Pastor - Reggie Day
First Baptist Church of Alba 

219 E. Holly, Alba
903-765-2471

Pastor Kelly B. Burton
Lake Fork Baptist

9483 W. FM 515, Alba
903-473-9523

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Alba Church of Christ

Off Hwy. 69, Alba
John Ratliff

Church of Christ of Alba
105 W. Holley St., Alba

903-765-9450
George Filpansick

METHODIST
Alba United Methodist

170 E Holley St, Alba
 903-473-2411

Rev. Beverly Tune

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Amazing Grace Fellowship Church

7405 US Hwy 69 E, Alba
Pastor Byron George
Open Door Church
633 CR1560, Alba 

(903) 765-3587
B.D. Bohannoi

Golden
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cottonwood Assembly of God
8481 FM 779, Golden

(903) 765-2675
Pastor: Otis Lee

BAPTIST
Golden First Baptist Church

County Road 2940, Golden
903 768-2258

Pastor  Robert Mounce
Pilgrim Rest #2 Baptist Church
205 County Road 2376, Golden

903-768-2653
Pastor Jason Walters

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Golden Bible Church

CR 2290, Golden
(903) 768-2700

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Golden Church of Christ

FM Rd. 779, Golden
903-768-2712
James Stringer

METHODIST
Golden United Methodist

658 FM 1799, Golden
903-768-2268

Pastor Jim Pickens

Hawkins
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God
102 Hams St., Hawkins

903-769-3835
Pastor Don Majors

BAPTIST
Liberty Baptist

288 CR 3650, Hawkins
903-769-2250

Pastor Bob Sexton

LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
3718 FM 2869 • Hawkins

903-769-4065
Kyle Kirk

PENTECOSTAL
Pine Mills Pentecostal Church

Hwy. 14, Hawkins
903-857-2527

Pastor M.D. Thornhill

Holly Lake
CATHOLIC

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
1612 S. 2869, Holly Lake
Rev. Michael T. Snyder

903-769-3235

Mineola
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

1917 N US Hwy 69
(903) 569-9882

Pastor Jerry Williams
Iglesia Primera 

 Asamblea de Dios
511 N. Second, Mineola

903-569-5537

BAPTIST
Calvary Baptist Church

779 FM 49, Mineola
(903) 768-2313

Pastor Donald Masters
Central Baptist Church
602 N Line St, Mineola

(903) 569-3203
First Baptist Church

204 N Johnson St, Mineola
(903) 569-3873

Pastor Phillip Casper
Freedom Baptist Church

155 CR 2201, Mineola
903-638-8555

Pastor  Al Dusek
Hainesville Baptist Church

3368 FM 49, Mineola
903 569-3212

 Pastor Terry Davis
Harvest Acres Baptist Church
1062 W State Loop 564, Mineola

903-569-5351
Pastor David W. Burcham

Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church
Hwy. 778, Mineola

Pastor: Rick Ellington
Legacy Baptist Fellowship
415 W. McDonald, Mineola

903-316-0552
Macedonia Missionary Baptist

1555 County Road 3875, Mineola
(903) 769-5618

Pastor Thomas Ricks
Mt. Enterprise Baptist Church

3331 S St. Hwy. 37, Mineola
(903) 569-2124
Jonathan Allenw

Mt. Pisgah Baptist
4995 FM 49, Mineola

Pastor Tim Nall

New Hope Baptist Church
3855 FM 1801, Mineola

 (903) 569-3760
Pastor Michael Mize

Northside Baptist Church
1718 N. Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3872
Steve Prestridge, Pastor

Rose Hill Baptist Church
1420 CR 2460, Mineola 

(903) 569-5746
Pastor Jeff Thompson

Sand Springs Baptist Church
3208 C.R. 2330, Mineola

(903) 569-9350
Pastor Nick Kerry

Silver Lake Baptist Church
150 E Hwy. 80, Mineola

(903) 569-2433
Pastor Mike Sullivan

St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
304 S. Stone St., Mineola

(903) 569-8722
Pastor Demethruis T. Boyd

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Lake Country Bible Church

1402 N Pacific St, Mineola
 (903) 569-5730

CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle

Catholic Church
203 Meadowbrook, Mineola

903- 569–3665
Pastor Lawrence Love

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian Church

Disciples of Christ
209 North Pacific, Mineola

903-569-2537
 Pastor Rick Son

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Broad St. Church of Christ

440 West Broad, Mineola
903-569-2046 

Golden Church of Christ
Golden

903-768-2712
North Loop Church of Christ

326 W FM 564, Mineola
903-569-3117
Clark Dugger

Jamestown Church of Christ
22022 FM1253, Mineola

(903) 569-0516
Mineola Church of Christ
1621 N. Pacific, Mineola

903- 569-5571
Southside Church of Christ

527 Read St., Mineola
903- 569-6812

Malcolm Duncan

EPISCOPAL
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
800 N. Johnson, Mineola

903- 569-2478
Right Rev. Frazier Lawton

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Hwy. 69 South, Mineola

903-569-6370

METHODIST/ CHRISTIAN 
EPISCOPAL

East Chapel CME Church
723 South Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3624
Pastor - Leonard Spurling

METHODIST
1st United Methodist Church

612 N Newsom St, Mineola
569-5426

Rev. Paul Thomasson
Smith Chapel Methodist
 670 FM 1804, Mineola

903-569-9187
Pastor Jim Pickens

Johnson Chapel Methodist
224 Elliott, Mineola

903-569-9536
Pastor Clara Gilbert 

NAZARENE
First Church of the Nazarene

503 N. Line, Mineola
903-569-3057

Rev. Randy Larpenteur.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Worship Center

 2973 St. Hwy 80 E., Mineola
903-569-8708

Rev. Kenneth Teo 
Church of the Lakes
at Enchanted Lakes

22410 County Rd 455, Mineola
(903) 569-5101

Holy Ghost Central Church
Hwy. 69-10 N of Mineola

903-768-2262
Pastor Rick Childers

Mineola Christian Fellowship
2207 W US Hwy 80, Mineola

(903) 569-8884
Safe Harbor Prophetic Ministries

5411 Hwy 37, Mineola
569-8388

Pastors: Andy & Irene Madding
Spur on Ministries

2670 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
863-697-0469

Pastor Mike Fletcher

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
New Life Pentecostal

201 W F M Rd 564, Mineola
903-569-5750

Pastor David Bethel

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh Day Adventist

1904 Old Tyler Hwy., Mineola
903-569-6930

Pastor Richard Rose

Quitman
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

909 E. Goode St., Quitman
903-763-2901

Pastor Ken Otwell

BAPTIST
Clover Hill Baptist

FM 69, Quitman
903-967-7440

Pastor Mark Thompson
Ebenezer Baptist
FM 14, Quitman
903-967-2848

Pastor John Skelton
Faith Baptist Church

405 S Hart Street, Quitman
903-492-3535

Pastor Mike Midkiff
First Baptist, Quitman
301 W. Lane, Quitman

903-763-4142
Rev. Gabe Martin

Forest Hill Baptist Church
 1880 TX-37, Quitman

 (903) 967-3420
Pastor Fred Morrow 
Mt. Calvary Baptist

1119 E. G Goode St., Quitman
903-967-2392
Darrell Pixley

Muddy Creek Baptist
FM 69, Quitman
903-967-3384
Jerry Williams

Myrtle Springs Baptist
2185 FM 2225, Quitman

David Cook
903-878-2504

New Life Baptist Fellowship
7365 Main St., Quitman

903-763-1405
Charles Brewster
Rock Hill Baptist

3543 FM 2966, Quitman
903-878-2762
Ken Goodson

Whispering Hope Baptist Church
155 S Farm Road 14, Quitman

(903) 967-3149
Pastor Eddie Slaton

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ

111 Winnsboro, Quitman
903-763-5544

Del Ussery

Church of God in Christ
Mt. Calvary Church of God in Christ

209 Bookman St., Quitman TX
(903)780-097

Pastor Bobby H.  Jones

JEWISH
Bethel Temple Fellowship

680 CR 2150, Quitman, Texas
(940) 206-5830

Rabbi  Linda Gutierrez

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
1128 E Goode St, Quitman

(903) 967-3533
Bishop Dean Brown

METHODIST
Brock’s Chapel Methodist
207 Clark Street, Quitman

903-763-4062
Linda McCullough

First United Methodist
406 E Lane St, Quitman

(903) 763-4127
Rev. Keefe Cropper
Liberty Methodist

E. Goode St./Hwy. 154, Quitman
(903) 967-7691

Rev. Keefe Cropper

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Church on the Rock

302 S Main St, Quitman
(903) 763-4588
David Jackson

Country Fellowship
of Wood County

709 Oakwood Dr • Quitman
Andrew McQueen

Living Water Fellowship
2574 FM2088, Quitman

(903) 967-2000
David Hartley

Wood County Cowboy Church
3435 FM 2088, Quitman

903-535-9155
Chase Pope

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
Victory Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church
1600 N. State Hwy. 37, Quitman

(903) 967-2628
Pastor Keith Clark

Sulphur Springs
LUTHERAN

Our Savior Lutheran
1000 Texas St, Sulphur Springs

(903) 885-5787
Timothy Eden

Winnsboro
BAPTIST

Cartwright Baptist
267 CR 4896, Winnsboro

903-967-2818
Pastor: Bro. Cody Mize
Crossroads Baptist

1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro
Pastor Terry Bolton
East Point Baptist

5029 FM 2088, Winnsboro
Bro. James Scott

Perryville Baptist Church
9429 E. FM 851, Winnsboro

903-725-7729
Little Hope Baptist Church

CR 3990 and CR 3984, Winnsboro
430-502-5855

Pastor James Young Jr.
Sharon Baptist

176 CR 4890, Winnsboro
903-629-7202
Perry Shirley

CATHOLIC
St. Ann’s Catholic

1010 W. FM 515, Winnsboro
903-629-7889
Mani Mathai

CHRISTIAN
Central Christian Church
110 Sage St., Winnsboro

903-342-5883
F. Kevin Hollowell

METHODIST
Perryville Methodist Church

FM 852, Perryville
8 Miles SE of Winnsboro

Glenda Mendoza

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian

302 S Chestnut St, Winnsboro
(903) 342-3011

Rev. Dr. Jerry Carpenter

Yantis
BAPTIST

County Line Baptist
6380 FM 2966, Yantis

903-383-2148
Pastor Rodney Christ

Covenant Reformed Baptist
FM 515 & 852, Yantis
Pastor Tony Jackson
First Baptist, Yantis

100 Church St., Yantis
903-383-2393

Pastor Craig Vance
White Oak Baptist
116 PR 5922, Yantis

(903) 383-2310
Pastor Jimmy Rogers

Lake Fork Baptist Church
A lighthouse on the lake

9483 W FM 515 • Alba, Tx 75410
(903) 473-9523 Fax: 903-474-9045

Website: www.lakeforkbaptist.org
email:info@lakeforkbaptist.org

Chad Lewis 903-763-5445
305 E. Goode St., Quitman

Kenneth L. Williams CPA
308 N. Main • Quitman

903-763-4366
We support our local community

Paddy’s Autoworks
Auto Repair Professionals

3841 E. Hwy. 154 • 903-967-3799
Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Tiffany’s Restaurant
“My-O-My the Pie”
271 CR 1558 • Alba

903-765-2087
Open Daily 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Lowe Funeral Home
1102 E. Goode • 763-2242

Dwayne & Lucy Lowe
Quitman, Texas

DISCOUNT BUILDING
MATERIALS

Autumn Wind Assisted
Living of Winnsboro

903-342-3388

903-763-4711 • www.coventryfinancialtexas.com

Composition - Torchdown - Metal
Residential • Free Estimates

Boddie Roofing

903-850-4642

Thou therefore endure hardness, 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

  – 2 Timothy 2:3  K.J.V.

602 E. Goode • 903-763-2931
BUILDING MATERIALS - FLOORING SHINGLES - SHEET METAL 

DOORS CABINETS - WINDOWS
Open Monday-Saturday 8 a m to 5 p m

903-569-2442 • 715 Mimosa St. • Mineola, Texas 75773
903-763-4522  • 211 N. Main • Quitman, TX 75783

WHERE IS OUR 

SECURITY?
It seems only natural that everyone 
wants to have a strong sense of security 
in their lives; however, we must all 
be aware of just how temporary and 
fleeting the things of this world can 
be. Good health, financial security, and 
loving relationships can all disappear 
seemingly in an instant. When we 
realize that nothing of this world is 
permanent and that everything in our 
lives is subject to change, we are then 
faced with the fuller realization that 
the only thing that can be secure in 
our lives is our relationship with our 
Heavenly Father. God will never leave 
us or forsake us, and the Bible tells us 
in Proverbs 8:17, that God loves those 
who love Him, and that those who 
seek Him diligently will find Him. Also, 
we are told that God will supply all of 
our needs according to His riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19). 
Whenever we feel like everything is 
going wrong and that everyone has 
deserted us, we should know that God is 
always there waiting for us to call upon 
Him. The most important things in our 
life should be our love, faith, and trust 
in God. Without God, we are nothing 
and our life is totally and completely 
worthless; however, with Him we are 
never alone, especially during those 
times that test and challenge us. He is 
our true Security.

Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of 
my life; and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever.

 – New K.J.V. Psalm 23:6
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Mineola Police Report

Mineola Fire Report

Wood County Sheriff’s Report
MAY 13

10:14 a.m. Deputies spoke 
with the reporting party concern-
ing a scam on CR 3960 near 
Hawkins. Deputies gave the re-
porting party advice and cleared 
the incident.

1:46 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2275 near Mine-
ola concerning criminal mischief. 
A known person damaged the 
reporting party’s property. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

6:50 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2280 near Mine-
ola about a disturbance. James 
Matthews, 72, of Mineola, was 
arrested for assault family vio-
lence.

8:05 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party about harass-
ment on FM 2869 near Hawkins. 
Deputies issued a criminal tres-
pass warning and cleared the 
incident.

9:19 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party concerning 
possible criminal trespass on 
FM 288 near Quitman. Deputies 
gave the reporting party advice 
and cleared the incident.

MAY 14
12:32 a.m. Deputies respond-

ed to a suspicious vehicle on 
CR 1940 near Yantis. Deputies 
located the vehicle and cleared 
the incident.

3:04 a.m. Deputies responded 
to a suspicious vehicle on Beau-
lah St. in Hawkins. Justin Rich-
ard, 32, of Hawkins, was arrest-
ed for possession of a controlled 
substance.

9:44 a.m. Wilma Royston, 60, 
of Alba, was arrested for hinder 
apprehension or prosecution 
known felon on FM 17 near Alba. 
Scott Stalsberg, 51, of Alba, was 
arrested for an outstanding war-
rant.

10:44 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2262 near Mineo-
la in reference to theft. A known 
person stole several items from 
the reporting party’s property. 
This case has been forwarded to 
investigators.

7:15 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2164 near Quit-
man concerning shots fired. 
Deputies located and advised 
the individual to shoot in a safe 
direction.

10:19 p.m. Deputies spoke 
with the reporting party concern-
ing a terroristic threat on Bent 
Bow Lane near Hawkins. Dep-
uties gave the reporting party 
advice and cleared the incident.

MAY 15
1:42 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to CR 1941 near Yan-
tis concerning a dispute. Depu-
ties located the individuals and 
cleared the incident.

9:47 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 2869 near Haw-
kins about a burglary. Someone 
broke into the reporting party’s 
property and stole several items. 
This case has been forwarded to 

investigators.
11:02 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to CR 1616 near Alba 
concerning fraud. This case has 
been forwarded to investigators.

12:37 p.m.  Deputies were dis-
patched to PR 7631 near Haw-
kins concerning fraud. This case 
has been forwarded to investiga-
tors.

1:10 p.m., Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 1600 near Alba 
in reference to theft. An air com-
pressor was stolen from the 
reporting party’s property. This 
case is active.

4:15 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 3269 near Mine-
ola concerning criminal mischief. 
A known person damaged the 
reporting party’s property. 

5:22 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 3279 near Haw-
kins concerning suspicious 
circumstances. Deputies locat-
ed the suspicious activity and 
cleared the incident.

6:39 p.m.  Deputies were dis-
patched to Waterfront Row near 
Quitman about an assault. Mi-
chael Mashburn, 50, of Quitman, 
was arrested for assault causes 
bodily injury-family violence.

7:35 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2275 near Min-
eola concerning a fire. Deputies 
located the fire and determined it 
was a controlled burn.

9:31 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party about a ter-
roristic threat on CR 1840 near 
Yantis. Deputies gave the report-
ing party advice and cleared the 
incident.

MAY 16
1:52 a.m. Deputies responded 

to a suspicious person on CR 
1950 near Yantis. Deputies lo-
cated the individual and cleared 
the incident.

4:28 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Sioux near Quitman 
in reference to an inquest. A 
male, 62, was found deceased in 
his residence. The justice of the 
peace did not order an autopsy.

8:29 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2275 near Min-
eola concerning a disturbance. 
Roger Lawson, 38, of Mineola, 
was arrested for assault causes 
bodily injury. 

MAY 17
1:11 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to CR 2430 near Min-
eola about a fire. Mineola Fire 
Department extinguished the fire 
and the incident was cleared.

3:07 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 154 near Quit-
man about criminal trespass. 
Deputies located the individuals 
and cleared the incident.

8:44 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 1941 near Yantis 
about suspicious circumstances. 
Deputies located the suspicious 
activity and determined it was 
weather related.

10:02 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Lake Holbrook beach 
concerning suspicious circum-
stances. Deputies located the 

suspicious activity and cleared 
the incident.

1:27 p.m.  Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 1475 near Como 
concerning an assault. This case 
has been forwarded to investiga-
tors.

7:33 p.m., Deputies were dis-
patched to Arapaho near Quit-
man about a theft. Several items 
were stolen from the reporting 
party’s property. This case has 
been forwarded to investigators.

8:48 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party concerning 
harassment on CR 1560 near 
Alba. Deputies gave the report-
ing party advice and cleared the 
incident.

MAY 18
3:27 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to CR 3470 near Haw-
kins considering an assault. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

12:52 p.m.  Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 1558 near Alba 
about theft. A trolling motor was 
stolen from the reporting party’s 
boat. This case has been for-
warded to investigators.

4:51 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 4470 near Winns-
boro about theft. Several items 
were stolen from the reporting 
party’s property. This case has 
been forwarded to investigators.

8:00 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party concerning 
a terroristic threat on CR 2130 
near Quitman. Deputies gave 
the reporting party advice and 
cleared the incident.

9:48 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2264 near Min-
eola about a noise complaint. 
Deputies located the individuals 
and advised them to lower the 
volume of the music.

MAY 19
1:11 a.m.  Deputies were dis-

patched to CR 2176 near Quit-
man concerning a dispute. Par-
ties were separated for the night.

2:22 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2840 near Min-
eola about a dispute. Deputies 
made contact with the individu-
als and cleared the incident.

12:25 p.m. Deputies spoke to 
the reporting party concerning 
a theft on FM 515 near Alba. A 
cell phone was stolen from the 
reporting party’s property.

1:11 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Kickapoo near Quit-
man about a dispute. Deputies 
made contact with all parties in-
volved and cleared the incident.

6:26 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2175 near Quit-
man concerning a terroristic 
threat. Garrett Brown, 20, of Big 
Sandy, was arrested for terror-
istic threat causes fear of immi-
nent serious bodily injury.

7:59 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2540 near Mine-
ola concerning theft.  A dog was 
stolen from the reporting party’s 
property. This case has been for-
warded to investigators.

MAY 14
8:12 a.m. Animal Control offi-

cers were dispatched to the 300 
block of E. Broad St. in reference 
to several dogs that had been in a 
parked vehicle for several hours. 
Officers checked on the animals 
and found them to be OK. The 
owner was located a short dis-
tance from the truck. 

10:13 a.m. A man in the 200 
block of McWhorter St. reported 
that two dogs had entered onto 
his property and chased chick-
ens and a calf. Animal Control 
officers responded and the owner 
of the dogs was located. The dog 
owner received several citations 
for dogs at large and for failing to 
have required state vaccinations. 

1:34 p.m. Officers were called 
to the 500 block of E. Broad St. 
for a motorist assist when a man 
reported that his truck would not 
start. When officers arrived the 
man refused any assistance. 

2:59 p.m. A woman reported 
that her purse was stolen while 
inside the restroom at Walmart. 
Officers responded to the loca-
tion and talked with the woman 
and employees at the store. The 
woman’s purse was located. 

4:21 p.m. Officers were dis-
patched to a salon in the 1100 
block of N. Pacific St. The caller 
advised that she was having a 
dispute with a former employee. 
Officers made contact with all 
parties and found that it was a 
civil matter. No offense had oc-
curred and no report was made. 

6:54 p.m. A reckless driver was 
reported in the 600 block of W. 
Broad St. The caller advised that 
a vehicle was unable to maintain 
a single lane of traffic. Officers 
made contact with the driver and 
after further investigation, officers 
reached out to a family member 
to pick her up. The driver was not 
intoxicated but was having prob-
lems operating the vehicle.  

MAY 15
12:00 a.m. A one-vehicle acci-

dent was reported when a truck 
left the roadway and struck a 
telephone pole. The accident 
occurred at West Loop 564 and 
Country Club Drive. The driver 
was not injured, but several utility 
services had to be called to assist 
with damaged property.   

7:45 a.m. Officers assisted with 
a stranded motorist in the 100 
block of E. Broad St. Officers 
helped push the vehicle out of the 
roadway and into a parking lot. 

8:16 a.m. A business in the 
500 block of E. Broad St. report-
ed that one of its vendors was 
unloading merchandise and had 
consumed food items without 
paying for them. The vendor paid 
for the items before leaving and 
no report was filed. 

11:51 a.m. Animal Control was 
called to the 500 block of W. Bu-
chanan St. when a woman locat-
ed a bat inside an umbrella. The 
bat was removed and released in 
a safe location. 

2:47 p.m. A verbal disturbance 

was reported in the Walmart 
parking lot. The caller advised 
that two women were yelling at 
each other. Officers arrived on 
scene and spoke with the people 
involved. The incident was found 
to be verbal only. The parties sep-
arated and left the area.

11:38 p.m. A vehicle accident 
was reported in the 100 block of 
E. Broad St. Witnesses reported 
that a vehicle was backing from 
a parking area and struck an-
other vehicle stopped in traffic 
for red light. One of the vehicles 
remained on scene and the other 
vehicle left going south on Pacific 
St. Investigation continues. 

MAY 16
12:39 p.m. Officers were dis-

patched to Walmart for a possible 
theft. Officers made contact with 
the suspect. No charges were 
filed per request of the store’s 
management team. 

2:10 p.m. Walmart reported a 
theft that occurred in April. The 
reporting person stated that two 
suspects left the store with over 
$150 worth of merchandise. The 
store does wish to file charges 
This case is under investigation. 

5:23 p.m. Officer assisted EMS 
with a medical emergency at the 
Mineola Primary School on NE 
Loop 564. A person was trans-
ported to the hospital by EMS. 
Two children were later released 
to family members. 

7:25 p.m. Officer searched for 
a vehicle involved in a possible 
theft. The suspect left Walmart 
without paying for merchandise. 
The vehicle was not located. This 
case is being reviewed. 

MAY 17
4:30 p.m. A cell phone was re-

ported missing from a parked ve-
hicle in the 200 block of N. New-
som. Street. The cell phone was 
located at another location and 
returned to the owner.

6:53 p.m. A 32-year-old Yantis 
man received a citation for theft 
after passing all points of sales at 
Walmart. The man was detained 
and later released after being is-
sued a criminal trespass.  

7:06 p.m.  Dispatch received a 
call about an off-road four-wheel-
er driving on the roadway at a 
high rate of speed. The caller 
advised the four-wheeler was in 
the area of Krause St. and Stone 
St. The vehicle was located, and 
officers gave the operator a warn-
ing and the driver was required to 
park the machine. 

8:29 p.m. Officers received a 
theft call from a business on N. 
Pacific St. The theft occurred sev-
eral days earlier, however it was 
just discovered when empty box-
es were located inside the store. 
Video was obtained and a sus-
pect was located on surveillance. 
This case is under investigation.

9:59 p.m. Officers assisted 
EMS in the 700 block of Second 
St. The caller advised that a per-
son on the scene was very agitat-
ed. Officer assisted at the location 
and EMS was then able to enter 

the location without incident.
10:24 p.m. A parent reported 

issues involving juveniles in the 
400 block of Wigley St. Officers 
responded and spoke to the re-
porting party. A report was made 
and forwarded to investigations.

MAY 18
9:16 a.m. A business in the 300 

block of E. Broad St. reported that 
a small bag of drugs was found in 
one of their restrooms. The bag 
was turned over to police and a 
report was made. This case is un-
der investigation.

10:23 a.m.  A woman report-
ed that she was being harassed 
by an ex-boyfriend. The woman 
stated that her ex was stopping 
by her place of employment in 
the 400 block of E. Broad St. The 
woman stated that she wanted 
the conduct to cease. The man 
was identified and a criminal tres-
pass was completed.   

1:08 p.m. A man reported that 
he was distracted while operat-
ing his vehicle and had ran into a 
fence. Officers responded to the 
location to find that the fence had 
been damaged due to the vehicle 
leaving the roadway. This inci-
dent occurred in the 1100 block of 
N. Newsom St. A vehicle accident 
report was completed. 

2:14 p.m. Officers received a 
report of fraud when an unau-
thorized charge was found on a 
man’s debit card that he did not 
approve. The man supplied all 
of the required paper work and 
a case was filed. This offense is 
under investigation. 

MAY 19
1:45 a.m. Officers assisted a 

resident in the Wigley St. and 
Welch St. area locate a dog that 
had got loose. Officers advised 
that the dog was located but the 
owner was unable to catch his 
dog.  

11:06 a.m. Officers were dis-
patched to the 600 block on N. 
Pacific St. about disturbance. 
The caller advised that his wife 
was upset and destroying proper-
ty inside of the residence.  Officer 
talked with everyone at the resi-
dence and it was determined that 
no offense had been committed. 

11:32 a.m. Officers made con-
tact with the road construction 
crew about several 18-wheelers 
parked on E. Broad St. blocking 
the view of the drivers approach-
ing the Graham Street intersec-
tion. The trucks were moved to 
another location. 

5:23 p.m. Officers were called 
to the 600 block of Epperson St. 
when a dog at the location had 
been reported to have killed a 
sheep belonging to the neighbor. 
This case has been turned over 
to Animal Control officers for fur-
ther investigation. 

MAY 20
11:39 a.m.  A woman in the 700 

block of Goodson Circle request-
ed officers to have a subject crim-
inally trespassed. The person 
was located and a trespass was 
issued without incident.

Building fire: May 17, 1:19 
a.m., 122 CR 2430, Mineola.

Motor vehicle accident with 
injuries: May 18, 11:43 a.m., FM 
1801 at Loop 564, Mineola; May 
18, 5:13 p.m., E. Broad at N. Pa-
cific St., Mineola.

Motor vehicle accident with 

no injuries: May 15, 12:04 a.m., 
1000 W. Loop 564, Mineola; May 
16, 5:58 a.m., E. Hwy. 80 at E. 
Loop 564, Mineola.

Arcing, shorted electrical 
equipment: May 15, 2:02 a.m., 
955 CR 2310, Mineola.

Authorized controlled burn-

ing: May 15, 7:40 p.m., 1238 CR 
2275, Mineola.

Alarm system activation, no 
fire - unintentional: May 16, 
11:57 a.m. 313 Freeman St., Min-
eola.

Coleman Bail Bond

903.763.4844

(Directly across the street from Wood County Jail)
407 S. Stephen • Quitman, Texas 75763

24 Hour Service
Credit Terms Available

MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00AM–6:00PM

SATURDAY
8:00AM–1:00PM

A Mineola man has died 
in a traffic crash in Gregg 
County.

According to the Dept. of 
Public Safety, at 4:14 Sat-
urday morning, troopers 
responded to a two-vehicle 
fatal crash on US 259, six 

miles north of Longview. 
The investigator’s pre-

liminary report indicates 
that the driver of a 2000 
Chevrolet 1500, Lesley Paul 
Clanton, 48, of Mineola was 
traveling northbound on US 
259 in the inside lane and 

became disabled in the left 
lane after striking a guard-
rail on the west side of the 
roadway.

Clanton got out of the ve-
hicle which was then struck 
by a 2008 Chevrolet Tahoe 
driven by Bertha Idalia Ven-
zor, 53, of Ore City who was 
also traveling north on US 
259. Clanton was struck by 
the vehicles and was pro-
nounced at the scene by 
Judge Robbie Cox and tak-
en to Radar Funeral Home 
in Longview.

Venzor was not reported 
to be injured.

Mineola man dies in Gregg County crash

TWO Divide & Conquer Estate Sales SAME Dates
Thurs., May 28 ~ 7:00 - 5:30        Fri., May 29 ~ 7:00 - 5:30

Sat., May 30 ~ 8:00 - 2:00
If you like, free to wear a mask and distance yourself from others.

#1 Sale for Dr. Wylie and Rita Roosth
3623 Wynnwood ~ Tyler, TX 75701

Off SSE Loop 323, turn north onto Copeland (inside the Loop). Turn onto the 
3rd right (Fry) and then curve left onto Wynnwood.

This 3318 sq. ft. home, offered by Cathy Shipp, is for sale; contents and consignments must go: antq. 
secretary; campaign desk; sofa; Boehm lamps; other lamps; barley twist side table; Asian selections; 

Waterford; enamel boxes; coffee tables; vintage decanters; china; crystal; framed art; silv. & silv. plate 
selections; cloisonné; books; cost. jewelry; men clothes, bow ties, shoes, hats; women’s clothes, hats, 

purses, scarves, belts shoes; perfume bottles; tablecloths, napkins, placemats; yarn; material/ sewing no-
tions; quilts; towels/ sheets; vintg. cameras; recliner;  misc. chairs; kitchen table/ 4 chairs; large TV; TV 
stand; 33 records; king bed & custom bedding; twin beds; lingerie chest;  needlepoint stools; cookbooks; 

mannny baking pans, mixers, small appliances; roosters, vintage typewriter & table; dressers; chest of 
drawers; Madame Alexander dolls; vintage toys; desks, & nightstands; computer, keyboard, printer; 

Univ. of TX, Tyler Jr. Coll., RELee yearbooks; frames; baskets; ladders; freezer; refrigerator; hand tools; 
gardening tools; patio furniture; wind chimes; plant stands; live plants; over 200 clay pots; bird feeders; 

BBQ grill; fans; luggage; soooooo much more. Pictures: DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com

Sale #2 Divide & Conquer ~ Downsizing / Furniture Sale 
2808 S. Donnybrook, Tyler, TX 75701

Inside Loop 323 and off S, Broadway in Tyler, turn by Little Italy onto Amherst. 
Turn left onto S. Donnybrook.

This for-sale-by-owner newly remodeled interior home holds fabulous furniture finds! Two dining 
tables/ chairs; black buffet with wine storage; leather hide-a-way-bed/ match. chair; secretary; end 

tables; lamps; king bed, dresser, chest & nightstands; bistro table & 6 chairs; new desk/ leather top; sm. 
4-panel Asian screen; window treatments;  set of china; crosses; rugs; brass chandelier; armoires; love 

seat; bedding; never used Ralph Lauren sheet sets; rattan sofa; vintage ice cream parlor chairs; bookcase; 
hand-painted 3-panel room divider; Dreamsicles; new Stauer pearl sets; small corner etagere; packaged 
gift items; frame art; new Italian Rioni luggage; new Brighton luggage; purses; new Chi hair products; 

new candles; new frames; blue & white selections; crock pot; microwave; zebra fabric dog bed; pet cage; 
model cars; drum set; new “Bamboo Road” teak table; patio furniture; 2 new bicycles; sooooo much 

more. Pictures: DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com 

WCEDC From page 1

June and bring those recom-
mendations to the board for 
the July meeting and then 
send out letters. The pro-
cess is almost identical for 
the UCC fund program and 
we accept applications for 
that program in July,” Dun-
can explained. “We want to 
have it all wrapped up by 

September so we can get the 
budget in for the next year.”

Greg Hollen, who heads 
the WCEDC government 
affairs committee, gave a 
report on what some of the 
Wood County cities are do-
ing facing the COVID-19 cri-
sis.

“They are all communi-
cating,” he said. “They are 
talking about when they 
are reopening when they 
are opening city halls, what 

kind of services they are 
offering. Everything from 
what is the status of the li-
braries, youth foundation 
activities, limited amount of 
social distancing, protective 
screenings and opening of 
civic centers. I was encour-
aged at the communication 
between the three largest cit-
ies of the county.”

The next meeting of the 
WCEDC is June 4 at 5:30 
p.m. at the new Wood Coun-
ty annex. The public is invit-
ed to attend.

ALBA From page 1

fessional/financial services, 
grocery stores/convenience 
stores/gas stations, home-
based businesses/indepen-
dent contract workers, bed 
and breakfast/bed and bath 
establishments, nonprofit 
organizations and perma-
nently closed businesses.

Requirements to receive 
reimbursement include 
having reopened within 
one week after COVID-19 
restrictions were lifted, re-
sumed regular operations 
as much as practicable, and 
keeping or rebuilding the 
same number of employees 
as much as possible.

Deadline to apply is June 
12, and the EDC will review 
the applications at its June 
15 meeting and issue checks 
June 19.



CURTIS RAY KELLEY 
1956-2020

Curtis Ray Kelley, 63, of Quitman 
went on to join our Lord and Savior on 
May 19, 2020. He was born to parents 
Reathell and Ruby Kelley on May 28, 
1956. He grew up and lived in the Quit-
man area all his life. He married the love 
of his life, Darlene, on Sept. 29, 1979 and 
they spent 40 wonderful years together 
building a life and family. He was em-
ployed at Tyler Pipe where he worked 
as a grinder for 25 years. 

Curtis is preceded in death by his grandson, Jermetris 
Lipscomb.

Left to cherish his precious memory are his wife of 40 
years, Darlene Kelley; sons, Curtis Kelley (wife Ladonna) of 
Mineola and Wilbur McKind of Nacogdoches; daughters, 
Vontisha Kimble (husband Lester) of Lindale and Veronica 
Lipscomb of Mineola; sister, Vanessa Kelley of Ponder; and 
his 10 grandchildren, Vontara Kimble, Leston Kimble, Jer-
miah Lipscomb, Jermarius Lipscomb, Dezmond Lipscomb, 
Viviana Wesley, Corben Kelley, Cameron Kelley, Alexis 
McKind and Wy Kyria McKind. He will also be greatly 
missed by the friends he made throughout his lifetime. 

Active pallbearers were Fred Pipkin, Anthony Berry, Earl 
Harper, Jeremay Lipscomb, Bobby Roy Grant and Bill Earl 
Grant.

Honorary pallbearers were Lester Kimble, Leston Kim-
ble, Jermiah Lipscomb, Cameron Kelley, Dezmond Lip-
scomb, Jermarius Lipscomb, Corben Kelley and Darvente 
Lankford.

Visitation for Curtis Kelley was held at Lowe Funeral 
Home Saturday, May 23, 2020 at noon, followed by the ser-
vice at Lowe Funeral Home at 2 p.m.

He was laid to rest at the Freeman Cemetery in Mineola.

EDNA RAE CARTER 
1934-2020

Edna Rae Carter, born Oct. 31, 1934 in McClennan Coun-
ty, died May 18, 2020 in Tyler in Home Place Hospice at age 
85.  She loved God with all her heart and passed down a pre-
cious legacy to her children and grandchildren. She loved 
gardening and “playing in the dirt!”  She is survived by 
daughters, Judy Buford, Debbie Harlin and Susan Rogers; 
grandchildren, Buddy Harlin, Marcus Harlin, Scott Gates, 
Jennifer Strickland and Michelle Eley; 12 great-grandchil-
dren; nephews and nieces. She was preceded in death by 
her mother and father, three sisters, one brother, one son 
-in-law, and her beloved Aunt Eppie.  Services were held 
at 1:30 p.m. Saturday, May 23, 2020 at First Baptist Church 
Quitman with Dr. Marcus Alexander officiating. Interment 
at Rock Hill Cemetery.

EDNA MAE JUNGBECKER HURLEY 
1930-2020

Edna Mae Jungbecker Hurley, a long-
time resident of Quitman, passed away 
Thursday, May 14, 2020 at age 89. Born 
in the Houston Heights on Aug. 20, 1930 
to Alfred and Hulda Sander Jungbeck-
er, Edna enjoyed a happy childhood 
along with two sisters, Arline and Elve-
ra, among their large extended family 
in Houston, Galveston, Brenham and 
Shiner.   

She graduated from North Texas State University, with a 
BBS in foods and nutrition, married the love of her life Ken 
on Sept. 8, 1951, and started their adventure together span-
ning over 60 years. Their love and devotion to each other 
was inspiration to all and will last forever.  

She was a very proud and loving wife, mother, grand-
mother and great-grandmother.  She is preceded in pass-
ing by her parents, husband and sisters. She leaves behind 
her two loving daughters, Carolyn of Quitman and Mar-
ilyn and her husband Lonnie Lambert of Arlington; two 
treasured grandsons, Adam Lambert and his wife Katie of 
Houston and great-grandchildren Henry and Claire, and 
Ryan Lambert and his wife Holly of West Lake Hills and 
great-grandchild Diane, as well as extended family and 
friends.

She will be greatly missed, but never forgotten. 
A visitation was held on Wednesday, May 20, 2020, 8 

a.m.-7 p.m. at Lowe’s Funeral Home in Quitman. A grave-
side service celebrating her life was held at 1 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 21, 2020 at Yantis Cemetery, 809 County Road 
1800, Yantis, officiated by the Rev. Jay Jackson, senior pas-
tor of Longview UMC.

LINDA KAY (CHERRY) WILLIAMS 
1942-2020

Linda Kay (Cherry) Williams, 77, of Duncanville passed 
away on May 20, 2020. She was born a beautiful blonde 
curly headed baby on Sept. 1, 1942 to Ovalee and Martin 
Cherry. Linda graduated from Central High School as 

the salutatorian of her class and began 
a career with Southwestern Bell Tele-
phone (ATT) almost immediately until 
she retired as a second line manager in 
the early ’90s. She was active in Telecom 
Pioneers as well.  As a member of the 
Baptist Church since an early age she 
remained true to her faith and beliefs 
throughout her life. She married Carl 
Williams and they had a long, loving 

relationship. Linda was very much loved by all her aunts, 
uncles and grandparents. Survivors include her daughter, 
Debbie Collins and spouse GW; grandson, Christopher 
Collins; sister, Loretta Cherry; as well as numerous cousins 
and friends. Go with God Linda, we love you! A visitation 
was held on Tuesday, May 26 from 5 to 7 p.m. at Jaynes 
Memorial Chapel in Duncanville. Graveside services were 
held at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, May 27 at Roselawn Memo-
rial Gardens in Mineola.

WILLIE (MAE) FARMER 
1939-2020

Willie (Mae) Farmer, 80 of Winnsboro went to her eternal 
home on Monday, May 18, 2020. 

Referred to as Mae by family and friends, she was born 
on July 7, 1939 in Iola to Fount and Breece (Yeager) Byars. 
Mae married her late husband, Bobby Farmer, on Feb. 25, 
1954 in Hunstville. They were happily married for 56 years 
until his passing on March 24, 2010.

Mae worked for Christus Mother Frances, Winnsboro, in 
the food service department for 22 years. She attended the 
Greenpond Baptist Church in Como.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Fount and 
Breece Byars; husband, Bobby Farmer; son, Terry Farmer; 
brothers, Daniel and Roger Byars; and sister, Shirley Cas-
tellano. 

Left to cherish her precious memory are her daughters, 
Pamela Thompson of Sulphur Springs, Sheila Parris of 
Quitman and Tammy (husband Johnny) Dennis of Win-
field; sons, Russell Farmer of Quitman, John (wife Kather-
ine) Farmer of Winnsboro and Clayton Farmer of Sulphur 
Springs; sisters, Pat (husband Les) Phillips of Pasadena and 
Peggy Bourg of Omaha, Neb.; her 16 grandchildren; and 22 
great-grandchildren.

JACOB ISAAC MORROW
1936-2020

Jacob Isaac “Bud” Morrow, 83, of Min-
eola, died April 21, 2020 in Tyler.

He was born June 3, 1936 in the Oak 
Grove Community near Quitman to 
Kenneth A. and Irene Folmer Morrow.

After graduating high school, he 
served in the U.S. Navy from 1954-56. 
He received his BBA from the Univer-
sity of Texas in 1962. He was a longtime 
member of the Dallas Petroleum Associ-

ation of Landmen.
He is survived by his three daughters, Julie, Jennifer and 

Jill of the Dallas area; three grandchildren; three brothers, 
Joe Morrow of Mineola and Fred Morrow and Jonathan 
Morrow of Quitman; and one sister, Joan Nita Morrow of 
Mt. Pleasant, Texas. He was preceded in death by brothers 
Jerre, Jan, Jerome and Julian Morrow.

A memorial service will be scheduled later. Memorials 
may be made to the Texas Baptist Home for Children, PO 
Box 309, Waxahachie, TX  75168.

ROY LEE EDWARDS 
1956-2020

Roy Lee Edwards, 63, of Winnsboro died on Friday, May 
15, 2020. Born Monday, July 9, 1956 in Lamesa, he was the 
son of John Edwards Jr. “Rusty” and Belle McGary Ed-
wards of Winnsboro. He was the husband of Janet Gail 
Wall of Winnsboro. They were united in marriage on April 
23, 1983 and were married 37 years. Roy loved hunting, 
fishing and spending time with his family camping and 
4-wheeling. He is survived by his wife; his mother; his chil-
dren, Shannan Downes and husband Archie of Harrison, 
Ark., Sandy Underdown and husband Tony of Alpena, 
Ark., Christina Voyles and husband Johnny of Winnsboro 
and Cody Edwards and his wife Ashley of Winnsboro; 12 
grandchildren; three great-grandchildren with one due in 
September; siblings, Barbara Long of Madisonville, John-
ny Edwards of Brashear, Ronnie Edwards of Yantis, James 
Edwards of Sulphur Springs, Katherine Wall of Como and 
John Edwards III of Winnsboro; mother-in-law, Billie Coo-
per and husband John of Sulphur Springs; brothers-in-law, 
Brent Wall of Winnsboro and Jonathon Cooper of Sulphur 
Springs; and numerous nieces and nephews. He was pre-
ceded in death by his father and his father-in-law, A.B. 
Wall. 

Visitation was held on Wednesday May 20, 2020 from 10-
11 a.m. with a graveside following at 11:30 a.m. at Shady 
Grove Cemetery. 

SUE SULLIVAN 
1937-2020

Sue Sullivan, 83, of Mineola died 
peacefully on May 4, 2020. Sue was born 
in Camp County on Jan. 2, 1937 to Ellie 
Mae and Lucian Graves. She was the 
baby of five and lost her mother at age 
9. By 24, she had four children with her 
first husband, Jimmy Shinn. He tragical-
ly passed leaving her to start over. She 
then fell in love with her long-time hus-
band, John Sullivan; and they laid roots 

in Mineola. She quickly became involved in the community. 
She served as a Pilot Club member, as a board member for 
child abuse advocacy, became the first lady city councilman, 
which led to a brief mayoral term after being elected may-
or pro tem. She was a loving wife, wonderful mother, even 
better Nana and great Nana. She loved her family, cooking 
and being social. She was fiercely loved by many and will be 
forever missed. Survivors include her brother, Jesse Graves 
of Pittsburg; her daughter, Diane Bonner and her husband, 
Jeff Bonner of Mineola; Denise Todd and her husband TJ of 
Sanger; grandchildren, Mitzi, Jay, Molly, Benji, Ali, Brooke, 
Brandi and Mikayla; great-grandchildren, Jake, Audrey, Lil-
ly, McKenzey, Ryder, Brantley, Laramie, Monte, Beckett, 
Greyson, Payton and Brinlee. She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Ellie Mae and Lucian Graves; her sisters, Jennie 
Ruth Barrett and Mary Francis Black; her husband, Jimmy 
Shinn; her son, Dennis Shinn; her brother, LC Graves; her 
husband, John Sullivan; her grandson, Luke Roberson; and 
her son, Danny Shinn. The family wishes to give special 
thanks to Heritage Nursing Home for the care given to Sue 
and Danny up until both their passing. A peaceful death is 
the greatest gift life can give us. A memorial will be held 
June 6 at 2 p.m. at Spur On Ministries.

JOHNNY MONROE NASH 
1950-2020

Johnny Monroe Nash, 69, of Mineola 
passed away on Thursday, May 21, 2020 
in Mineola. He was born on July 22, 1950 
in Dallas to the late Horace Nash and 
Bertha Webb Nash.

Johnny was a retired master plumber 
and owner of John’s Plumbing in Mineo-
la for over 20 years. 

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents and his grandparents who raised 
him, Perry Clint and Alice Amanda 

Nash. 
He is survived by his sons, Kristopher Lee Nash of Alba 

and Johnny Clint Nash of Arlington; daughters, Pamela Jean 
Nash of Arizona and Lisa “Pearl” of Arlington; brother, Mi-
chael Clint Nash of Mineola; sister, Linda Darlene Gray of 
Omaha; three grandchildren; and numerous nieces, neph-
ews and a host of friends.

Funeral services were held on Wednesday, May 27, 2020 
at Beaty Funeral Home in Mineola at 10 a.m., Bro. David 
Bethel conducting.
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Wood County
SERVICE DIRECTORY

ConstruCtionConstruCtion

Your Ad
could be Here!
Call Brandi today
903-763-4522
903-569-2442

Now Hiring!
•  General Production 
     – No Experience Necessary
•  Quality Assurant Tech
•  Fabricators
•  Packaging 

1st and 2nd Shift Available
Must be willing to work flexible shifts.

APPLY TODAY AT ONE OF OUR LOCAL BRANCHES

WE ARE BUSY! 

Now hiring for the following: 

**General Produc?on 

**Sitdown ForkliB Operators 

**Quality Assurant 

**General Maintenance 

**Pullers/Pallet Racks/Receivers ForkliB Experience  

1st and 2nd ShiB Available 

Must be willing to work flexible shiBs. 

APPLY TODAY AT ONE OF OUR LOCAL BRANCHES 

 

                        101 Bill Bradford Rd.                                                                          705 N. Pacific 

                        Suite #8                                 Suite #A 

                        Sulphur Springs, Texas  75482                                                           Mineola, Texas   
75773 

                         903-885-2835         903-347-7016 

***Ask about the benefits, $5.00 co pay for Doctor - $5.00 co-pay for Dental, Vision, Vaca?on 
Pay and Holiday Pay**** 

101 Bill Bradford Rd. 
Suite #8
Sulphur Springs, 
Texas  75482
903-885-2835

705 N. Pacific 
Suite #A
Mineola, 
Texas  75773
903-347-7016

****Benefits start after 30 days.  For less than $18.00 a week you have the 
opportunity for benefits that include $5.00 co pay for Doctor - $5.00 co-
pay for Prescriptions and Dental/ Vision Included.  24/7 Teledoctor Services, 
Free Mental Heal Services in addition to Endeavor Scholarship, Vacation 
Pay and Holiday Pay****
Onin is here for our teammates to ensure that you receive the benefits you 
deserve, you are paid on time every week and that you have the opportuni-
ty for stable employment.
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Rentals

Homes

1-2-3 Bedrooms for rent. No pets. 
M&M Property Management, 903-
569-9881.

Mobile Homes

Mobile home 3-bedroom, 2-bath. No 
pets allowed, in Quitman. Call 903-
850-3570.

Wood County Monitor classifieds

2185 N. Pacific, Ste. 200 • Mineola TX 75773
903-569-5115 • www.HefnerGroup.com
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “close 
      enough for 
      government ____”
  5  Bowie’s Alamo
      bed (2 wds.)
  6  “how” in Mexico
  7  TXism: “fits like
      ugly __  __ ape”
  8  this Margret was
      character “Dallas”
      in “Stagecoach”
      (1966)
  9  Reagan’s missile
      defense (abbr.)
12  TX Crowell wrote
      “‘Till _  ____
      Control Again”
17  pitching injury:
      _______ cuff
19  TX Gale Storm
      was “My Little
      ______”
21  newspaper:
      “Quanah
      _______-Chief”
22  go to a TX college
23  TX company that
      sells pest-eating
      insects
28  TXism: “not a red
      ____” (no money)
29  “this one” south of
      the border
30  respect
31  TXism: “hot as a
      bed of mesquite   
      _____”
35  TXism: “wouldn’t
      touch that with _ 
      ___-foot pole”
36  in Austin: “Martin
      Luther King __
      _________
42  TXism: “first  
      ______  ___  of 
      the box”
44  similar to
      “Slurpees”

  1  showcase of TX
      artists in the seat
      of McLennan
      County (3 wds.)
  2  Port  _’______, TX
  3  taking a river ride  
      in San Antonio?
  4  Cameron AM radio
  9  police gun that 
      doesn’t fire bullets
10  TXism for “dislike”
      (4 wds.)
11  anger, wrath
12  Gov. Hogg’s
      daughter
13  seat of Coryell
      County

46  fruity frozen desserts
48  works hard
49  urgent treatment area
      at Parkland, e.g. (abbr.)
50  TXism: “molar ___”
      (toothbrush)
51  change or modify
52  “Santa ___ National
      Wildlife Refuge”
53  TXism: “he’s a good 
      man not to ____ with”

54  great Texan center
      fielder, Speaker
      (“The Gray Eagle”)
56  approves
57  TXism: “green
      around the gills”
58  golf gadget

14  cultural supporter:
      “Texas 
      Commission on
      the ____”
15  TXism: “_  ___  
      your drift”
16  this Foch was in
      “Sombrero” with
      TX Cyd Charisse
18  “Honest ___”
20  old TV horse
      sitcom: “Mister __”
23  UNT degree, e.g.
24  TXism: “__ have to
      get better to die”
25  this Sharif was in
      “Mackenna’s Gold”
      with TX Cassidy
26  TXism: “___  __
      a fiddle”
27  TXism: “the bigger
      they ___  ___
      harder they fall”

32  rivalry celebration:
      “Texas-__
      weekend”
33  Astros div.:  __
      West
34  French “the”
36  politician brother
      of TX George W.
      Bush
37  well known TX
      case: “___ v.
      Wade”
38  “_____-Shave” had
      funny road signs 

39  TXism: “high as _
      ____ back” (costly)
40  former TX fashion  
      model and philan-
      thropist, Wendy       
      Russel _____
41  White ____, TX
      in Carson County
43  notable former
      TCU coach
      _  _ “Dutch” Meyer
      (1934-52)
45  pos. of Astro Carlos
      Correa (abbr.)
47  glittering light
48  warehouse
      discounter found in
      Texas: “____ Club”
55  Galveston, e.g.

P-1482
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COUNTRY TRAILS
Wellness & Rehabilitation

Contact Candy Janes HR

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140

EEOC/M/F/D/V

With New Shift Differentials

F/T CNA’s
F/T LVN/RN

Buy lot 50x100' near
Lake Fork, RV ready,
$1500 down and
monthly payments

under $200
(903) 878-7265

Under $200/ MONTH 
buys land at Lake Fork. 
50x100’. Perfect for site 
built homes, mobiles/ 
RV’s. (903)878-7265.

PO Box 1119
Quitman, TX 75783

FLORA 
MASONIC LODGE

Stated 1st Tues., 7:30 p.m.
MASTER: KEN JOHNSON

WINNSBORO 
SQUARE 

APARTMENTS
The Finest In Apartment Living for 
Persons 62 Years of Age or Older, 

Handicap/Disabled Adults
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

We do have a 1 bedroom vacancy
1 & 2 bedroom single story, energy efficent, 

all electric, blinds, W/D connections, 
range/FF refrge, exterior storage on 

porches and community activities building. 
Section 8 vouchers accepted. 
407 McKinney St.

Winnsboro, Texas  75494
903-342-3205

This Institution Is An 
Equal Opportunity 

Provider & Employer
Handicap
Accessible

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
 Sealed bids will be received by Ramey Water Supply Corporation for the construction 
of the Distribution Line Improvements on CR 2245, CR 2310, FM 37, Forest View 
Development & The Reserve Development at the office of Velvin & Weeks whose mailing 
and physical address  930 E Corsicana St Athens, TX 75751 until June 4, 2020 at 10:00 
am and then opened and read aloud. Because of COVID-19, our office is closed to the public 
and we will have a privately held bid opening with a video conference for bidders to view. 

Project will include, but not limited to the following:

• 47’ of 3” PVC SDR-21, Class 200 water line. 
• 5,332’ of 4” PVC SDR-21, Class 200 water line.
• 5,028’ of 6” PVC SDR-21, Class 200 water line.
•  5,091’ of 8” PVC SDR-21, Class 200 water line.
•  2,116 of 4” PVC SDR-21, Class 200 Yelomine restrained joint water line.
•  124’ of 6” PVC SDR-21, Class 200 Yelomine restrained joint water line.
•  2,721’ of 8” PVC SDR-21, Class 200 Yelomine restrained joint water line.

Bid Security, Performance and Payment Bonds shall be as set forth in the INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR BIDDERS.  Plans, Specifications and Bidding Documents may be obtained from the 
office of the Engineer:

Velvin & Weeks Consulting Engineers, Inc.
930 East Corsicana Street
Athens, Texas  75751
(903) 675-3903

Electronic copies are at no charge. Hard copies are $100.00 per set (non-refundable).

The Ramey Water Supply Corporation reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to 
waive any formalities. No Bidder may withdraw his bid within 60 days after the actual bid 
opening date.
      RAMEY WATER SUPPLY CORPORATION

      (OWNER)

                     

The public is hereby notified that the Planning & 
Zoning Commission of the City of Mineola will hold 
a public hearing on Monday, June 1, 2020 at 5:00 
pm at City Hall, 300 Greenville Hwy., Mineola, TX., 
to receive public comment on a request to designate 
newly annexed property SF-7 (Single Family). The 
property is Lots 6, 7 Cowan Addition 10.28 acres and 
is located on the east side of Ivey Street and south of 
Mineola Youth Foundation. 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

CITY OF MINEOLA

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of Virginia Ann Hankins, Deceased, were 

issued on May 18, 2020, in Cause No. 13,680, pending in 

the County Court of Wood County, Texas, to:  TOMMY 

WAYNE HANKINS.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 

currently being administered are required to present them 

to Kyle G. Waggoner, Attorney for Tommy Wayne Hankins, 

at PO Box 1152, Mineola, Texas 75773, within the time and 

in the manner prescribed by law.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of Doyle Wayne Hughes, Deceased, were 

issued on May 18, 2020, in Cause No. 13,657, pending in 

the County Court of Wood County, Texas, to:  JUDITH 

DARLENE HUGHES.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 

currently being administered are required to present them 

to Kyle G. Waggoner, Attorney for Judith Darlene Hughes, 

at PO Box 1152, Mineola, Texas 75773, within the time and 

in the manner prescribed by law.

Looking to hire a person, 
that is willing to learn, a 
hard worker & dependable.  
Must have dependable 
transportation or live in Quitman.  
To help with remodeling and 
yard work.  Please send email 
telling something about you to 
pinemeadow121@gmail.com.

–HIRING–

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS 
AGAINST THE ESTATE OF 

GARY RAMSEY
Notice is hereby given that the original Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of GARY RAMSEY, deceased, were issued on 
the 13TH day of MAY, 2020, in Cause No. 13,660 pending in 
the County Court of WOOD County, Texas, to:

GARY RAMSEY  JR.
21351 CR 466
MINEOLA TX  75773

All persons  having claims against  this Estate which is 
currently  being administered  are required to present them 
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

DATED this 13TH day of MAY, 2020.

___________________________
GARY RAMSEY JR.
Independent Executor
Of the Estate of
GARY RAMSEY, Deceased

NO. 13,681
ESTATE OF § IN THE COUNTY COURT
 §
JAMES R. HENDERSON, § OF
 §
DECEASED § WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Independent 

Administration for the Estate of JAMES R. HENDERSON, 
Deceased, were issued on May 18, 2020, in No. 13,681, 
pending in the County Court of Wood County, Texas to LINDA 
RHODES.

The residence of the Independent Executor is in Wood 
County,  Texas. The post office address of the Independent 
Executor is c/o Richard E. Roberts, P.O. Box 70, Quitman, 
Wood County, Texas 75783.

All persons having claims against the Estate, which is 
currently being administered, are required to present them 
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.
DATED this 18th day of May, 2020.

_________________________________
RICHARD E. ROBERTS, 
Attorney for the Estate

for shredding property owned by
Wood County Central Hospital District.
Deadline to submit a bid will be June 11, 2020.

For more information call
903-763-0520, 903-850-3063 or 903-967-2770.

Accepting bids

Must Have Valid Driver’s License
$12-$15 per hour based on experience
Requires out of town/overnight travel 

Must be able to lift 50 lbs.
Must Pass Drug Test

Call 903-885-6191 
Leave Message w/return number

Highway Maintenance
– Workers Needed –

Cause No. 13,622

IN THE ESTATE OF § IN THE COUNTY COURT
 §
EUGENE LEE LAMBETH § OF
 §
DECEASED § WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Administration 
for the Estate of Eugene Lee Lambeth, Deceased, were issued 
on May 18, 2020, in Cause No. 13,622,  pending  in  the County 
Court of Wood County, Texas, to: Rachel Baird.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them to 
the undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law.

c/o: Representative, Estate of Eugene Lee Lambeth
 1316 Shady Spring Ct. E
 Irving, Texas 75060
DATED the 21st day of  May, 2020.

   Law Offices Of MeLissa O’NeaL
   5361 South State Hwy. 37

Mineola, TX  75773
Telephone:  (903) 638-6897
Facsimile:  (903) 705-6438

   By: _________________________
Melissa O’Neal
Attorney for Rachel Baird
State Bar No.:  24047821
E-mail:  oneal.law@live.com
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SHOP LOCAL

Your business belongs here.
email: ads@wood.cm

Doing business online?

Have new hours of business?

Closed your doors temporarily?

List your business on our website
for free at open.wood.cm (not a typo)

Mineola.com
City of Mineola
903-569-6183

info@mineola.com

The best way to keep safe & support our friends,
family & neighbors is to consciously shop local when
possible. Use curbside & delivery when possible.

Shop Local. Shop Mineola.
#MineolaStrong

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

It was a Wednesday after-
noon. There was no one ex-
pected at the Alba City Park, 
but taking advantage of the 
cloud cover, a grandmother 
and grandfather were atten-
tively watching their young 
grandson scamper up the 
climbing wall. Under a cov-
ered picnic table, two cou-
ples were enjoying a lunch 
which they had brought 
with them from a restaurant 
at Lake Fork.  

For those who haven’t 
made it to Alba recently, the 
newly-renovated Alba City 
Park is worth an outing.  In 
fact, the park represents not 
just a quantum improve-
ment for the community but 
also a clear success story for 
the city.

In almost exactly one year, 
the park renovation project 
went from a city council con-
cept to reality. Last spring 
the city secured a $78,400 
grant from the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department. 
The grant was configured as 
a 50/50 grant, meaning that 
the state would contribute 
half and the Alba Economic 
Development Corporation 
half. After the initial notifi-
cation, the project went full 
speed ahead. 

Aaron Friar, the Parks and 
Wildlife project coordina-
tor, recently conducted the 
final inspection site visit, 
in effect commissioning the 
renovated park.

Friar commented, “Alba 
has been gun-ho to get this 
project done from the very 
beginning. It is so good to 

see such passion in a small 
community.” 

A large jungle gym is the 
big addition to the park. 
However, many of the old 
favorites were serviced and 
maintained. The old jungle 
gym was also maintained 
and received an upgrade. A 
tetherball pole awaits play 
as do several stand-alone 
exercise obstacles, and of 
course, swings.

Timing can be critical in 
seeing outdoor projects 
through, and the city took 
advantage of the park reno-
vation to contract for a new 
walkway in and around the 
park.  5W Contracting of 
Sulphur Springs completed 
the circuit, providing a qual-
ity walking path for all ages. 
Michael Williams’ contract-
ing crew also recently built a 
much more extensive path at 
the Emory City Park. 

Alba City Secretary Lindy 
McCarty enthusiastically 
offered, “We have received 
tons of feedback, and the 
message is always ‘We are 
so glad you did this’. It is 
just so refreshing to have 
families using our park 
again.”

For a small, but very com-
mitted group, use of the 
park has come in the form 
of a structured workout 
regimen. Certified person-
al trainer Joel Landers has 
brought his energy and ex-
pertise to Alba.   

A life-long exercise en-
thusiast and competitive 
body-builder, Landers of-
fers progressive workout 
sessions five days a week 
at the park. The one-hour 
sessions stress daily prog-

ress toward personal fitness 
goals. 

“The classes in Alba have 
been really gratifying,” stat-
ed Landers. He explains 
that his success is based 
upon keeping his class size 
small so as to provide near 
one-on-one training instruc-
tion. Combining cardiac 
training and circuit training 
with education forms the 
basis of his classes.

Presently 35 residents, 
predominantly female, 
attend his workouts. Par-
ticipants range from mar-
athoners to homemakers, 
and in age from 14 to 71. 

“My objective,” summa-
rized Landers, “is to pro-
vide positive results at an 
affordable price and to do 
this in an enjoyable manner 
and close to home.”

Landers first approached 
the city council last summer 
to describe his business and 
obtain permission for use of 
the park. He described the 
excellent support he has re-
ceived from the city as well 
as the local residents. 

Landers and his wife, 
Grace, relocated to the 
southern reaches of Lake 
Fork after a long and highly 
successful career with Co-

ca-Cola. An avid outdoors-
man, Landers is enjoying 
the great outdoors of Wood 
County. The Forney native 
also spends much of his free 
time attending activities of 
his 10-year old daughter, 
Ella, an Alba-Golden stu-
dent.

Credentials earned by 
Landers include the Na-
tional Association of Sports 
Medicine Certified Personal 
Trainer as well as certifi-

cation as a Youth Exercise 
Specialist and a Mental 
Toughness Specialist. He is 
pursuing additional educa-
tion in sports nutrition.      

A small number of open-
ings are yet available in his 
present classes, and peo-
ple at all stages of life are 
welcome. His trainees can 
be seen at work five days 
a week at the park from 
5-8 p.m. During inclement 
weather, the sessions are 

moved to the pavilion in 
Golden. 

Exercise classes are only 
the start of park usage.

According to McCarty, 
the city has already received 
queries from Alba-Golden 
High School on the possibil-
ity of allowing the volley-
ball team to practice in the 
sand court. Also, plans are 
afoot for construction of a 
butterfly garden, designed 
by students.

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

In a communique to all 
athletics directors and head 
coaches, the University In-
terscholastic League an-
nounced June 8 as the open-
ing date for limited strength 
and conditioning training.

The announcement ac-
knowledged that a plan will 
be forthcoming to detail the 
limits under which the pro-
gram will operate. 

Mineola Athletic Director 
Luke Blackwell stated that 
he expects the limits to ad-
dress number of athletes, 
the location and frequency 
of the workouts.

Blackwell admitted the 
athletic programs are cer-
tainly behind schedule 
from previous years, but 
“all schools are in the same 
boat.” He accepts the situ-
ation as a new challenge to 
overcome.    

Alba park upgrade 
paying dividends

The Alba City Park renovations are complete, and the park is ready for action (above). Certified personal trainer Joel 
Landers leads an evening exercise class at the Alba Park (below). (Photos by John Arbter and courtesy)

UIL reopens 
training June 8 
for athletics

Mineola seniors Claudia Barri-
ga and Cyndi Butler work on the 
time-honored tradition of painting 
Pattten St. near the high school 
last week. The students worked in 
shifts to help with social distancing. 
Their art work included toilet paper 
and a mask. The class is planning 
a live graduation ceremony Satur-
day, June 5 at Meredith Memorial 
Stadium, with restrictions. (Monitor 
photo by Sam Major)

Mineola kindergarten teacher Raquel Palma gets flowers from Diana Galaz 
Valenzuela at last week’s drive through graduation. (Monitor photo by Sam 
Major)

GOT NEWS? Call us. 
903-569-2442
903-763-4522


